Voices of Jerusalem 
IFCM Multicultural and Ethnic Choral Conference

Jerusalem, Israel

16-20 September 2006

CALL FOR PRESENTATIONS
INTRODUCTION
Conferences of the Multicultural and Ethnic Commission provide a unique opportunity for international choral musicians – conductors, composers, singers and teachers – to gather and explore in-depth the choral traditions of a given region.  From 16 to 20 September 2006, Voices of Jerusalem will focus on the vocal traditions in this ancient and historically rich centre of the three great Abrahamic faiths and cultures: Christianity, Islam and Judaism.  Hosted by Hallel, the Israel Choral Organization in collaboration with the Multicultural and Ethnic Commission of the International Federation for Choral Music (IFCM), Voices of Jerusalem will be held at the Mishkenot Sha’ananim-Konrad Adenauer Conference Centre and the Jerusalem Music Centre.  It will be a feast of choral music: workshops, singing, panels/round tables, concerts, and lecture-demonstrations all of which focus on the conference themes.   Participants will have a wonderfully rich time of learning and collaboration, because of the intimacy created by a relatively small number of participants.  The Artistic Committee invites you to consider actively participating in Voices of Jerusalem by applying to present on one of the conference themes.  

THEMES
The conference is based on the following themes:

Theme 1: Jerusalem:  Old Traditions – New Concepts

(
The term “tradition” evokes images of preservation as well as of innovation.  Within choral music based in or around Jerusalem, what music or practice embodies a preservation of tradition?  Likewise, what choral music or practice breaks with an established tradition? 
(
How has a ‘traditional’ idiom influenced more recently composed choral music?

Theme 2: Jerusalem :  A Multifaceted City

(
Jerusalem has rich vocal traditions (Eastern Christian, folk and/or classic Arab, music of Jewish communities of East and West, and others.)  Present on one or more of these traditions.

(
Have any of the abovementioned vocal traditions of Jerusalem affected choral composition outside of Israel?  If so, how?

(
How has Jerusalem been conceptualised in the larger body (historic or contemporary) of international choral music?

Theme 3: Jerusalem:  Conservation and Communication

(
How can Jerusalem’s choral traditions (compositional style, idiom, performance practice, etc.) be preserved?

(
How can we best communicate a choral tradition and its compositions to choral musicians in educational settings and/or the community?

(
Are there parallels in other vocal/choral traditions and cultures?

( How can Jerusalem’s choral traditions be performed stylistically/accurately by non-native musicians?  What are its performance practices and challenges?
SUBMISSIONS
Proposals are invited in four categories. 

( Lecture-demonstrations

( Workshops 

( Panels / Round-tables

( Performances
All presenters – of lecture-demonstrations, workshops, panels/round tables, performances - must submit a proposal using the required Submission Form together with all relevant information.  Details for submission are contained within the form.

All the expenses mentioned in the registration form must be covered by the participants, presenters and non-presenters. 

The Artistic Committee is considering post-conference documentation on the internet. 

1. LECTURE-DEMONSTRATIONS
Lecture-demonstrations will be allocated no more than 45 minutes for the presentation and a maximum of 10 minutes for questions and discussion.  Submissions must include a full description of the equipment and facilities needed.

2. WORKSHOPS
Workshops will be allocated approximately 45 minutes for the presentation and 10 minutes for questions and discussion.  Submissions must include a full description of the equipment and facilities needed

3. PANELS / ROUND-TABLES
Panels / round-tables will consist of a set of integrated presentations related to a theme. Proposals for organised sessions are encouraged and expected to make a distinctive and creative contribution to the conference.  These panels are encouraged to be interactive and to involve the participants in music making.  

Types of panels could be: 

(
Several presentations on a single topic

(
A session that gives intensive specialist instruction in an aspect of music of Jerusalem

(
A colloquium or forum that includes a major presentation with one or more invited discussants

(
A round-table discussion which includes a group of people who guide the discussion and who interact and dialogue and answer questions from the audience

(
Sessions of any other kind with a clear, specific, and coherent rationale.

The total time allowed for a panel/round table will be between one and two hours.  Each of the above types of panels/round tables will be chaired by a convener, who is asked to coordinate submission of presentations including an abstract for the entire session stating the rationale for the topic, the aims, and the set of presenters proposed. A discussant may also be proposed.  The Artistic Committee may suggest the addition of a panelist where an independently submitted abstract appears to fit a panel.

4. PERFORMANCES

The Conference Artistic Committee invites choral ensembles or choral-related musical ensembles to submit proposals for their participation in the conference.  To facilitate scheduling, it is vital that each proposal include the specific duration of each proposed performance, maximum 30 minutes.
• see application form for further specific information.

There will be more than one group scheduled to perform in any given concert.

The following types of concerts exist:

(1) 1-hour Lunchtime concerts on 17, 18, 19, 20 September 

(2) 90 min Evening concerts


Sunday, 17 Sept – Mormon University on Mount Scopus;


Monday, 18 Sept – at the Music Centre, for smaller groups:


Tuesday, 19 Sept – Gala concert. Venue TBA. 

The Artistic Committee will select performers based on the quality of the proposal, needs of the conference in terms of relevance to the themes and diversity of representation.

There might be some opportunities for visiting choirs to perform outside of the conference-program, but directors should make their own arrangements.

SUBMISSION AND PROCEDURE

All submissions must be made on the conference Submission Form and the requirements stated therein for each type of presentation.'

The on-line submission form should be used wherever possible.

If electronic submission is not possible or appropriate for the type of presentation, Submission Form and supporting materials can be mailed to the following address and must be postmarked by Jan. 1, 2006,  
For questions please write to maya@efroni.org. 

Mailing address:

Maya Shavit, Conference Chair 

Hallel, Israel Choral Organisation

47 Shaldag St. Hofit 40295 Israel

Fax : + 972-9-866 3263

Tel:   + 972-9-866 6586

Address for on-line submissions: 

http://www.jmc.co.il/conference/index.html / does not function momentarily!
Timetable:

1 April
Deadline for both online and postal (air or surface) submissions.
1 May
Notification of presentation acceptance 
• see application form for further specific information.
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